iio      LORD ACTON'S HISTORICAL WORK
with suspicions, without largeness or geniality of soul, the victim of dogmas amiable enough in themselves but perverted to the workings of an insatiable vanity.
1 In the north of Europe' (wiitcs Lord Acton),{especially in Denmark, he had warm admirers. European society believed that he had affinity with it. It took him to be a man of authority, integrity, and order, an enemy of corruption and of war, who fell because he attempted to bar the progress of unbelief, which was the strongest current of his age. His private life was inoffensive and decent. He had been the equal of emperors and kings; an army of 700,000 men obeyed his word; he controlled millions of secret service money, and could have obtained what he liked for pardons; and he lived on a. Deputy's allowance of eighteen francs a day, leaving a fortune of less than twenty guineas in depreciated assignats. There is no doubt that he held fast to the doctrine of equality, which means government by the poor and payment by the rich. Also, he desired power, if it was only for self-preservation ; and he held it by bloodshed, as Lewis XIV had done, and Peter the Great and Frederick..,, His pa vat e note-book has been printed, but it does not show what ne thought of the future. . . . Only this is ceitain, that he remains the most hateful character in the forefront of history since MachiavelH reduced to a code the wickedness of public men.1 (French Revolution^ pp. 499-300.)
With the Directorial Constitution and 'the whiff of grape-shot' Lord Acton's survey of the French Revolution comes to a close. The hopes of a royalist Restoration had been blasted by the failure at Quibcron and the death of the Dauphin in the Temple prison. Peace had been made with Tuscany, Prussia, and Holland; and the author of the noyades at Nantes had gone the way of Hubert and' the glowing patriarch of irreligious belief'. A new Constitution,(affording security fpr order ttnd liberty such OB France has never enjoyed', had been launched upon a trial destined to be brief and itormy. The peasants had doubled their wealth, and socialism had been averted by wholesale confiscations. The conquests of France surpassed the utmost successes of the monarchy under Louis XIV. ' By arbitrary control over promotion and the cheapness of French lives,' an energetic and honest engineer of no very